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•• Town centre core and station quarter (1);

•• Orsett Road (2);

•• Grays Riverside (3);

•• London Road and Hogg Lane Fringe (4);
and

•• The Clarence Road Quarter (5).

Figure 5.1  Identification of 
character areas (numbers identify 
character areas set out beside)
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Figure 5.5  Concept Plan - London 
Road and Hogg Lane Fringe 5.4 LONDON ROAD AND HOGG 

LANE FRINGE

CHARACTER 

The Western Fringe area is currently blighted by 
major road infrastructure, surface car parks and a 
fragmented urban fabric. Over time the area has 
the potential to intensify with residential uses and 
become a lively hinterland to the town centre, that 
reconnects the centre with existing neighbourhoods 
to the west. Streets through the area should be 
well enclosed and overlooked by development 
and provide an attractive pedestrian environment. 
Development can establish two new welcoming 
gateways into the town centre.

 DEVELOPMENT CAPACITY OF KEY SITES 

Code
Number of 
Apartments

Number 
of Houses

Retail 
(sqm)

HL.01 59 38 100

HL.01
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5.2 ORSETT ROAD

CHARACTER 

The Orsett Road area forms the northern periphery 
of Grays town centre. The area benefits from 
good accessibility and visibility from the road 
network. The current role of Orsett Road as an 
affordable location for smaller, independent and 
specialist retailers, local convenience shops, cafes, 
restaurants and takeaways should be enhanced. 
A combination of traffic changes and public realm 
improvements should transform Orsett Road into 
a pleasant street to walk along and make it easy 
and safe to cross for pedestrians. The public 
realm should be uncluttered with a consistent 
footway treatment right up to the building frontage, 
which allows for spill out of shop activities such 
as outdoor seating or food displays. Street tree 
planting could bring softness and shade to 
this environment. Shopfront improvements are 
proposed to establish shopfronts and signage 
that are proportionate to the building front, and to 
uncover the charm of the historic parade of shops 
and deliver a coherent design approach to the 
street scene. Reintroducing two way working, the 
provision of short term parking and an improved 
pedestrian environment should enhance visibility 
and passing trade and support the continuing 
vitality of this street. Pocket spaces on Cart Lane 
and outside the Thameside Centre should provide 
welcoming breathing spaces along this route. 

Figure 5.3  Concept Plan - Orsett Road
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Figure 5.2  Concept Plan - Town Centre Core 
and Station Quarter
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Figure 5.6  Concept Plan - London 
Road and Hogg Lane Fringe 5.5 THE CLARENCE ROAD 

QUARTER.

CHARACTER 

The streets in the Clarence Road Quarter with their 
terraced cottage style housing to the east of the 
town centre are a reminder of Grays rapid growth 
in the late 19th century. The implementation of the 
one-way system in Orsett Road and the building of 
Derby Road Bridge had an adverse effect on this 
area and its qualities, in particular around Stanley 
Road, Derby Road and Clarence Road. Targeted 
intervention will seek to repair the urban fabric, 
establish lost corners and secure rear service 
courts. The opening of Orsett Road for two-way 
traffic and other local public realm interventions will 
provide major improvements to the environment 
witin this area and strengthen its character. 
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Figure 6.7  Grays Riverfront Concept Design 
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Artist Illustration Grays Riverside
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